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accept without demur the amount to which he was assessed
under any head, unless he was prepared to disclose the
particulars of his income from every source. One can
-readily see that to Fox a tax compulsion of this sort would be
"an impost against all principles of taxation, in fact a
confiscation of property/' as he protested in 1802. But
the deed had been done; and wThen the breathing space of
Amiens terminated in May, 1803, Pitt's successor ("Pitt
was to Addington as London was to Paddington ") rfeimposed
it at half the pre-Amiens rate. But now, where possible, it
was deducted at source, and this was the final blow. For
there was no sure way of evading it. All that was left to
the freemen of England was to cheat under Schedule D; and
this they did, as zealously as their predecessors of the
eighteenth century smuggled, until the companionship (you
will groan if I say " companification ") of industry curtailed
this final solace.
All this is by way of introduction to the best little book of
1939, A. Hope Jones (Fellow of Christ's College), Income Tax
in the Napoleonic Wars. I give, first, the chapter headings:
I.    Antecedents of the Income Tax.
II.    Legislative Development of the War Income Tax.
III.    Organisation at the centre.
IV.    Organisation in the country.
V.    Staff Recruitment and Conditions of Service.
VI.   The Yield of the War Income Tax.
VII.   The Tax and the Public.
I give next a letter from the author, indicating the provenance
of his book and its most lively features.
About four years ago [circiter 1935], I noticed in one of the
numerous Acts of Parliament dealing with the war income-tax
between 1806 and 1815 a reference to the fact that duplicates
of the income-tax returns were to be sent to the King's
Remembrancer in the Court of the Exchequer. I thought that
this might be important, and therefore went along to Professor
Clapham and asked him what he thought of it. He told me
that he considered it might lead to a major discovery.
This discovery was made about a week before I was due to
sail for the United States in 1934. I spent my last two days
in England in the Record Office, and discovered just enough to